
or a single viscus, that requires the care of the physician, but every-
thing belonging to the human frame. Though opium may sometimes
do good without being conjoined with something else, yet its judiciouscombination with some other medicine is what renders it so useful, not
only in rheumatism, but in many other disorders. To give opium alone,
is like taking a dead lift at a heavy body. To give it united with its
appropriate adjuncts, is like adding the lever or windlass to what is too
heavy to lift by main strength. There is a variety of diaphoretic and
nauseating medicines which should be made use of when opium is to
be resorted to. Cathartics, judiciously selected, are oftentimes required.
When due attention to what is here suggested, is observed, opium is a
most desirable and valuable medicine in rheumatism, or there is a most
palpable fallacy in appearances, and the physician can assure himself of
the beneficial effect of no remedy. There is no fallacy, however, in re-

gard to this. Opium is designed to do, and when properly administered
does, something more than " deaden pain." Were this its only effect,
it ought not to be despised in so distressing a disorder. But it does
something besides this, not only in rheumatism, but in a long list of dis-
orders that could be mentioned ; and were the world to be deprived of
it, 1 know of nothing to supply its place, and the healing art would be
scarcely worth the name. Samuel Fish.

Boston, Dec. 14, 1837.

INFLUENCE OF CLIMATE ON PHTHISIS
SUMMARY OF A REPORT MADE TO THE FRENCH ACADEMY OF MEDICINE IN REFER-

ENCE TO THE INFLUENCE OF CLIMATE UPON PHTHISIS

[Communicated for tbe Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.]

Some time during the year 1836, a physician proposed to the French Min-
ister of Commerce, to establish at Algiers a public establishment for the
reception of phthisical patients. The Minister consulted the Royal Acade-
my of Medicine, and in consequence of this application a committee was

appointed. A report was made by M. Louis, as chairman, in opposition
to the plan, and for this reason, viz., that there is no proof at present
that Algiers has a climate more favorable for phthisical patients than
any other portion of the world possesses. There is need of statistical
data, and in order to gain them, M. Louis proposed the appointment of
another committee, whose duty it should be to inform foreign physiciansin correspondence with the Academy, of its views in regard to the
importance of collecting such data, and to propose to them some gen-
eral mode of investigation in case they should be willing to send to the
Academy any of the results of their observation. This committee's
report was accepted Jan. 17, 1837. The following is a summary of it.

The Academy expresses regret that so little is known in reference to
the effect of climate upon phthisis. This question can be decided only
by data from all quarters of the globe. The Academy, therefore, ap-peals to physicians of every nation to send to it any facts they may ob-
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tain, promising that the honor of collecting such facts shall rest with
their authors.

The report then enters into detail as to the mode of procedure. The
Academy wishes its correspondents to observe, 1st, the meaning of
phthisis. "It isthat disease which, with a very few exceptions, causes
death by all the degrees of marasmus, and is characterized anatomically
by tumors in the parenchyma of the lungs, generally rounded, of a yel-
low color, homogeneous, dull aspect, firm, difficult to crush at first, soft-
ening after a space of time, and causing cavities." Not merely the
lungs, but all the other organs are to be examined carefully. The im-
portance of fixing exactly the time of commencement of the disease, by
repealed questions, is urged. Three tables are proposed, in order to
have some uniformity in the returns to the Academy.

Phthisis. TABLE I.* Anatomy.
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TABLE III. Climate.
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* It will be seen that all these tables are insufficient for the report of every detail of importance.
I presume the}- are intended merely as models, and that other diseases may be added if necessary.

Is not this subject of sufficient importance to be attended to by the
physicians of our country ? There are very many hospitals in which
great opportunities are afforded of studying disease. Will none of the
physicians in attendance upon these institutions respond to the call ?

H.I.B.,Boston, Dec., 1837.

NEW EXPERIMENTS ON THE SENSE OF TASTE IN MAN

In 1830, MM. Guyot and Admirault published a series of experiments
on the seat of taste in man, from which they drew the two following
conclusions :

1. The lips, the inner part of the cheeks, the roof of the mouth,
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